Career-Boosting
Strategies for Summer

Gain Real-
World Experience

No matter how incredible your

professors or grades are, there’s no
replicating real-world accounting in
a classroom. Dive into hands-on
learning. Encounter everything from
preparing journal entries and
reconciling accounts to observing
client meetings.
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3. Expand Your
Professional Network

An often-overlooked benefit of a
summer accounting internship is the
opportunity to grow your
professional network. The people you
work with (direct supervisor,
coworkers, or clients) can become
valuable connections in your future
job search.

Improve Your Soft Skills

Soft skills are a significant part of
accounting. Accounting is a
numbers-driven profession, but
those softer skills greatly influence
career success. Essential soft skills
include communication,
collaboration, time management,
and problem-solving.

Receive a Full-Time

4.

Offer Before You Graduate

Summer internships serve as a
pipeline for full-time hires in many
accounting firms. By interning during
the summer, you place yourself in
the ideal position to secure a job
offer before graduation. That kind of
job security is reassuring and allows
you to plan your final academic year
with more clarity and purpose.
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Build a
Distinguished Resume

Relevant work experience can get
you noticed. It's one of the first things
employers look for when sifting
through applications for full-time
accounting roles. A summer
internship on your resume
demonstrates that you've already
worked in a professional
environment and know how to
operate within one.

Discover Your
Accounting Niche

Accounting is a broad field with
multiple specializations: audit, tax,
forensic accounting, managerial
accounting, and financial analysis.
Insights from a summer internship
can help you tailor your course
selection, certification goals, and
career trajectory.

Stand Out on Grad
School or CPA Applications

A summer internship can strengthen
your applications for graduate
school or a Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) program.
Admissions officers and certification
boards see your practical
experience as dedication to the field
and an ability to handle more
advanced responsibilities.

Enhance Your
Marketability (Even if
You Change Careers)

The experience you gain during a
summer internship is incredibly
valuable, even if you eventually
decide not to pursue a long-term
accounting career. Familiarity
interpreting financial data,
managing budgets, and tracking
business financial health applies to
nearly every industry.
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